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Inside this issue: 
 

The Association’s 40th AGM will be held on Tuesday 26th March.  The 
venue is Pulborough Village Hall commencing at 7:30pm. 
 
All members are welcome to attend 
and will find full details at the end of 
this newsletter.  It is hoped that as 
many members as possible will at-
tend and support the Association. 
 
Additional agenda items should be 
advised to the Association Secretary 
no later than 20th March. 
 

Graham Elliott 
Hon. Secretary West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 

40th Annual General Meeting 
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Volume 2, Issue 12 

March 2013 

Congratulations to the following members on their recent success: 
 
Jim Norfolk (Chichester) - Module 3 with distinction;  Tom Moore 
(W.Green) - Modules 1 & 3;  Gordon Allan (W.Green) - Module 1;  
Derek Ready (W.Green) - Module 1;  Richard Ramsden (W.Green) - 
Modules 1 & 3; Chrissy Blakeman (Worthing) - Module 3 with distinc-
tion. 
 
Very well done. 

Examination Success 



My name is Anna Jennings and I am currently an undergraduate student at the University of Southampton 
reading for a degree in environmental science.  I am currently carrying out a 3rd year research project en-
titled  ‘A review into how pests, pathogens and management practices effect overall colony health and 
how they could act as contributory factors, to a hive’s susceptibility to total colony losses in the western 
honey bee (Apis mellifera) and its potential mitigation.’ 
 
As I am sure you are all aware the increasing risk posed by pests coupled with poor husbandry and ad-
verse weather conditions have proven fatal for bee colonies this year.  As a member of a family who are 
beekeepers and only in the past weeks have lost 2 colonies, I’m passionate about finding a way to secure 
the future of bees in the UK.  I’m very interested into discovering beekeepers’ points of view into informa-
tion that is available, current treatments used and perceived causes of colony loss. 
 
I would be very grateful if you could take 5-10 minutes of your time to complete the attached survey, all 
of the information given will be confidential and only used for the purpose of this project.  If you are 
happy to do so, please contact me at alj2g10@soton.ac.uk by 5th March. 
 
Thanks.   
Anna 

41st Annual Bee Market & Auction - 27th April 
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Can You Help With Research? 

 
With just 8 weeks to go to one of the most important events in the Association’s 
calendar we are looking for enthusiastic and willing VOLUNTEERS to help on the 
day with a variety of tasks including helping in the Auction Ring and serving tea 
and coffee.  Trained FIRST AIDERS are also required to share the day or work 
together.  So if you can spare some time please contact the event coordinator, 
Graham Elliott grahammt@tiscali.co.uk  01403 752493 Mobile 07761 349281 
 
If you have surplus BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT you wish to sell an Entry Form is attached to this newslet-
ter or can be downloaded from the West Sussex BKA website.  It can also be requested from the event 
coordinator.  Closing date for entries is 17th April. 
 
A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide 
range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking 
cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares 
aside.  Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 
 
And finally…....Worthing Division will be running a TOMBOLA for the benefit of the WSBKA exchequer.  
All prize donations are gratefully received, so dig out those unwanted Christmas gifts! 
 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.  Full details of the event, Rules & Guidance Notes and 
Entry Form are on the WSBKA website at: - www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction   

 



Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 19th March - AGM followed by ‘Raising queens for the small-scale beekeeper’ - Derek 
ready, Wisborough Green BKA.  Boxgrove Village Hall at 7:30pm.  Further details from:  
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Saturday 2nd March - ‘Beekeeping for Beginners’ Day.  
See article in December’s Newsletter or visit the West Sussex 
or Wisborough Green website. 

Thursday 28th March - AGM followed by a talk from Roger 
Patterson.  ‘Ley lines and their impact on bees’.  Emmanuel 
Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood at 7:30pm. 

‘Winter Learning’ - presented by Roger Patterson.  Dates and venues are being advised. 

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 14th March - ‘Bees and swarm management’ - Roger Patterson, Vice Chairman, 
WSBKA.  Ferring Village Hall 7:30pm. Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the 
WBKA website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 
 
 

... and Dates for your Diary 
 

Tuesday 26th March - WSBKA Annual General Meeting.  Pulborough 
Village Hall 7:30pm.  Details in this newsletter. 

12-14th April - BBKA Spring Convention, Harper Adams University 
College, Newport, Shropshire. 

www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/spring_convention.php 

Saturday 27th April - 41st Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.   

Further details on the website or from Graham Elliott, Tel: 01403 752493, Mobile; 07761 349281 or  

email:  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk .   

If you would like to help at the Auction please contact Graham. 
 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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We sell most of our honey from the door, and have a large number of regular customers, locals and from 
further away.  Some even phone ahead when making a trip from London to Petworth, to be sure we will 
be in when they call.   It is nice to know that our honey is appreciated.  Of course 
we do our best to handle and process it carefully, retaining all its wonderful natural 
qualities, but the credit really has to go to the bees, and the local environment in 
which they forage. 
 

A lot of people buying local honey comment on the benefits they see in combating 
allergies and hay fever.  To me, this is a tricky subject.  We have to be careful what 
claims we make for our honey.  Where is the proof that exposure to small amounts 
of pollen eaten in honey reduces peoples’ sensitivity to pollen in the air?  Most hay 
fever is caused by wind-blown pollen from grasses, which our bees don’t gather, so 
I can’t see a clear link.  However, many people believe it has a beneficial effect, and 
one local lady who has suffered a severe allergy to oilseed rape for many years 
claims to have had no problem since eating our early crop honey, which does con-
tain rape pollen. 
 

A new EU regulation on health claims relating to food came into force last year.  An illustration of how 
careful we need to be if making claims about honey was brought to my attention recently.  It seems that 
Rowse produced a television advertisement in which they claimed that their honey was ‘a natural source 
of slow-release energy’.  There were complaints, and these complaints were upheld.  You can read the full 
ASA adjudication here:- http://www.asa.org.uk/Rulings/Adjudications/2013/1/Rowse-Honey-Ltd/
SHP_ADJ_193317.aspx .  The moral of this story is, if customers believe the honey helps them, that is fine.  
However, we make no specific claims for it! 
 

Now to more immediate beekeeping matters.  We had a couple of very cold weeks in January so late in 
the month took advantage of the prolonged period of non-flying weather to move all last year’s in-coming 
swarm hives from our quarantine area into the main apiary, and to relocate a couple of hives, ready for 
the coming season.  Though it’s still winter, the queens will be laying now and the rate of consumption of 
stores increasing, so we are keeping a close eye on hive weights.  Having taken seven extra, very small 
colonies into winter, on the off chance that some might survive and help make up for anticipated heavy 
winter losses, we have so far lost only two.  That’s far better than we expected, but the time of highest 
danger is the next few weeks, so more may well fail.  It’s sad to discover a dead colony, but could be con-
sidered as nature culling the weakest, as long as we didn’t fail them by letting them starve or suffer attack 
from a pest. 
 

One big winter job remains to be done.  We always choose a nice bright but cold day to go through the 
stored supers and tidy up the combs, using a hive-tool to scrape down the bars and get everything neat 
and tidy before the active season begins.  It’s also a chance to scorch out any boxes that were not done in 
the autumn, and ensure all spare equipment is in good repair.  We have not caught any mice in the traps 
in the shed for several weeks, and hope we have successfully kept them out of the stored combs. 
 
The West Sussex Convention will have happened by the time you read this. It promises to be a really 
good, interesting day. The more we learn about bees and associated activities, the more we can get from 
our beekeeping. 
 

Tom 

More from Moore - How good is our honey? 

Oilseed rape – does our 
honey help with allergy? 
Photograph courtesy of 
www.ukagriculture.com 



We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 
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And Finally ... 

 
As another beekeeping season approaches, BBwear are offering West Sussex BKA members a 20% dis-
count on their complete range of clothing.  See their website  http://www.bbwear.co.uk/ .  To obtain the 
discount place your order with BBwear stating that you are a member of WSBKA.  You should then ask 
your Divisional Secretary to email BBwear with confirmation of your eligibility. 
 
Please note WSBKA does not 
endorse BBwear products 
and notice of this discount is 
passed on for your informa-
tion only. 

Discount from BBwear  



    WEST SUSSEX BKA BEE MARKET & AUCTION 

BRINSBURY CAMPUS, PULBOROUGH 
SATURDAY 27th April 2013 

  
ENTRY FORM 

Closing date for entries 17th April 
 

 Please return form to Graham Elliott, Robins Croft, Chalk Road, 
    Ifold, Loxwood, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 0UB  

    grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 
 

I wish to enter the following for sale in the above auction and confirm my acceptance of the rules stated 
 

 
 

Name  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
    ________________________________________________________________________   
 
Post Code  _________________ 
 
Email  ________________________ 
 
Telephone  ______________________   
 
Bank Details – Sort Code _______________  Acct No: _____________________________ 
 
                         Acct Name ____________________________________________________ 
 
Please continue on additional sheets as necessary. 
To save on the cost of raising cheques payment will be to your nominated bank account only.   

 
For Rules and Guidance Notes see website www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/auction/index.shtml or contact  
Graham Elliott 

Quantity Description Official Use 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

A regular feature of the Auction is the PLANT STALL organised by Sue Cooper. There is usually a wide 
range of plants available, and these come from a variety of donated sources. So, when you are taking 
cuttings, dividing plants, or transplanting seedlings, please remember the stall and keep some spares 
aside. Please contact Sue on 01798 870 461 for more details. 



 
 
 
 

 
           President: Mrs Christine Stevens  

         Chairman: Mr Tom Moore 
Vice Chairman: Mr Roger Patterson 

 
 
 Hon Secretary                                                                                                   Hon Treasurer 
 Mr Graham Elliott                                                                                           
 Tel 01403 752493                                                                                                           
 Email: grahammt@tiscali.co.uk                                                                                                                                 
 

 Life Vice-Presidents:   Mr R Patterson,  Mr R Noakes 
 
 

 
NOTICE  is given to all Members of West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association that the 40th Annual General Meeting is to be 
held in Pulborough Village Hall, Pulborough, on Tuesday 26th March 2013, commencing at 7.30pm. 
It is hoped that as many Members as possible will attend to support the Association. 
 
 
AGENDA 

1. Apologies for Absence 
2. Minutes of the AGM, held at Pulborough on 27th March 2012 
3. Treasurer’s Report 
4. Chairman’s Report 
5. Election of Officers.  All Officers are prepared to continue if re-elected.                                         

Present Holders: 
President – Christine Stevens 
Chairman – Tom Moore  
Vice Chairman – Roger Patterson                                          
Treasurer – vacant position                                                
Secretary – Graham Elliott                                                     

                                                                                                   
6. To appoint the Accounts Scrutineer for 2013 
7. Possible expansion of Association 
8. Any Other Business (as notified to the Secretary) 

 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wsbka/gmte/mar13/v.1 



 
WSBKA CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2012-13 

 
 
I believe that many members of the three Divisions of West Sussex BKA know very little of what the ‘umbrella’ organisation 
does, and where it fits into this structure.  I hope that this report on the activities of the Association over the last twelve 
months will shed some light on the role of WSBKA. 
 
First, we need to remember that WSBKA is the member association of BBKA.  It is WSBKA that has a vote at national level, rep-
resenting the views of all three of our Divisions, Chichester, Wisborough Green and Worthing.  However, it is not just for na-
tional representation that we come together to act as one, and when we do work as a cohesive Association I believe we can 
gain a lot for our members and for the good of beekeeping in the county. 
 
Several of our activities and events are organised centrally under the West Sussex banner, and require good cooperation be-
tween the Divisions, and dedicated work from the volunteers, members of the committee and others, who organise and take 
part in these events.  These include:- 
 
- The Auction, held annually at Brinsbury.  This is without doubt one of the best, if not the best, in the country.  We have been 
lucky to have Graham Elliott as organiser (in addition to his role as Secretary to WSBKA), but he also depends on a large num-
ber of volunteer helpers from all Divisions. 
 
- The Convention held at Lodge Hill.  This year organised by a small group drawn from all Divisions, led by Christine Stevens, 
our Convention continues to draw members and non-members from a wide area and offer an excellent range of speakers and 
subjects to enhance our beekeeping. 
 
- BBKA Exams and Assessments.  We had fewer members taking the BBKA Basic Assessment in 2012, but good numbers at-
tempting the Module exams, successes at General Husbandry, and one member joining the ranks of Master Beekeeper (only 
the second in WSBKA) after passing the Advanced Husbandry and all the Modules.  Our Exam Coordinators Roger and Marion 
Brooks made the complex arrangements extraordinarily efficiently. 
 
- Training at various levels, concentrating on those levels above complete beginner, and particularly including winter learning 
and more specialist lectures. In 2012 we were pleased to welcome Keith Delaplane to give a well-attended lecture on Bees as a 
Superorganism.  Roger Patterson dedicated a large amount of time to Winter Learning for members of all three Divisions. 
 
In addition, delegates from WSBKA have attended the BBKA Forum, the BBKA Annual Delegate Meeting (ADM) and a number 
of study days related to ongoing training and education of beekeepers.  An informative monthly Newsletter is circulated to the 
members of all Divisions, and those who don’t read it fully and carefully miss out! 
 
The WSBKA Committee has met regularly to oversee and plan our activities, and to provide a means of communicating the ac-
tivities of the Divisions.  I thank all the committee members for the support and dedication they give to WSBKA, generally get-
ting on with their jobs quietly, efficiently, and with a lot less thanks than they deserve.  I am sure that we can count on them all 
continuing to work together closely in the coming year. 
 
As we approach the AGM we are in discussion with Central Sussex BKA (formerly the Horsham & Crawley Division of WSBKA) 
about their re-joining West Sussex as a Division.  I very much hope that we come to agreement on this course of action, which I 
believe will be to the benefit of all members of each organisation. I will report further to the AGM. 
 
For beekeepers 2012 was a very difficult year, but with the support members give to each other we got through, and I hope 
that 2013 will prove to be a far more straightforward and rewarding year for us all. 
 
 

Tom Moore 
20th February 2013 


